DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
"It is said that civilisation and culture mean dominion over Nature. That may be true, if you exclude mankind from the term Nature. Nature, and especially gold, but not mankind must be held in subjection. Gold must not rule men. Unexpected gain, especially when unearned, may easily demoralise people of weak character. As it was won so is it gone.
"If you'll allow me I shall tell you an anecdote/' he said jovially. "It was an experience I had as a boy. The episode took place in my native village. I still see a troop of youngsters and dogs coming towards me, as I went along the street. In their midst was a Slovack peasant from the next village. He was pretty well the worse for liquor and reeled from wall to wall, as we used to say. In the little lottery that we used to have in those days he had won a small prize. The unexpected stroke of luck brought him to the tavern. While there he bought himself a great supply of dried sausages which he hung round his neck and chest as if they were chains of pearls. The youngsters and the dogs were trying to nip off a few of the pearls from the chain. Often since then I have seen other men and have said quietly to myself, 'Aha! the sausage man again.'
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